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In my capacity as Chairman, my priority has been to ensure that this Committee is fully responsive to the 
interests and concerns of the American people.  To that end, I have sought to significantly increase our 
oversight efforts and promote greater accountability, efficiency, and transparency in the agencies, 
programs, and operations under this Committee’s jurisdiction.  I have been committed to expanding the 
Committee’s role in shaping U.S. foreign policy and have opened many Committee-hosted meetings to 
the entire House. 
 
Fiscally, this legislation is based on the bipartisan, carefully-negotiated agreement for the Fiscal Year 
2011 budget that was signed into law earlier this year.  The funding levels in this bill represent no increase 
from the FY2011 Continuing Resolution and will result in billions of dollars in savings in comparison 
with the proposed FY2012 budget. 
 
This bill contains a long list of important measures, many of them resulting from the Committee’s 
enhanced oversight and investigations.  I will mention only a few.  
 
In foreign assistance, a key objective is to move countries from perpetual dependence on foreign donors 
to sustained economic growth that will lift their populations out of poverty using innovative, efficient 
methods and public/private partnerships.  In this regard, the goals of the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation serve as a guide, especially the emphasis on ending corruption and ensuring that U.S. 
taxpayer dollars do not fill the coffers of corrupt governments. 
 
Microfinance and microenterprise are vital to achieving economic growth, which is why the bill urges 
support for these efforts and also includes language on microcredit in sub-Saharan Africa.  An example of 
what can be accomplished through bipartisan cooperation are the very important initiatives on Sudan and 
microcredit offered by Mr. Payne, the Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Africa, Global Health, 
and Human Rights.  I want to thank Mr. Payne for his leadership on these issues and for his commitment 
to working closely with me and other Members to ensure their inclusion in the base text. 
 
In the area of nonproliferation, by strengthening the Proliferation Security Initiative, we are enhancing the 
tools available to the President for preventing Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons, ballistic missiles, and 
other means of assaulting the U.S. and its allies.  I appreciate Ranking Member Berman’s input in 
improving this provision in the bill.  The related change in the reporting requirement in the Iran, North 
Korea, and Syria Nonproliferation Act from 6 months to 120 days reflects our determination to address 
years of delay by the State Department in meeting its mandated schedule for reports on nonproliferation. 
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The bill continues this Committee’s long support for human rights and democracy programs, including 
provisions offered by Members on both sides of the aisle concerning Vietnam’s ongoing restrictions on 
religious freedom, the rights of religious minorities in Egypt, and strong support for the reunification of 
Cyprus. 
 
Among the most important provisions in the sections regarding U.S. security assistance is the 
reaffirmation of our unwavering support for our ally Israel, especially by ensuring that its Qualitative 
Military Edge will remain robust and that our close relationship and cooperation on missile defense will 
continue. 
 
This bill also conditions U.S. assistance to Egypt, Lebanon, Yemen and the Palestinian Authority.  
Basically, if Hamas, Hezbollah, other foreign terrorist organizations or violent extremist groups hold 
policy positions in their respective governments, they are not to receive U.S. assistance, unless the 
President determines that it is vital to the national security interests to allow it to go forward.  Our goal is 
to promote democratic governments in these countries and ensure that U.S. taxpayers are not subsidizing 
groups that seek to undermine U.S. policies, interests, and allies.  
 
Turning to Pakistan, the language in this bill puts that government on notice that it is no longer business 
as usual and that they will be held to account if they continue to refuse to cooperate with our efforts to 
eliminate the nuclear black market, destroy the remaining elements of Osama Bin Laden’s network, and 
vigorously pursue our counter-terrorism objectives. 
 
I think the prospect of a cutoff of assistance will get their attention and that the games being played with 
our security will finally stop.  
 
There are a number of provisions that stem from this Committee’s oversight and investigation, such as the 
reforms of the State Department Inspector General and the Peace Corps.  A priority in the Peace Corps 
section has been to address the sexual assault and abuse that Peace Corps volunteers have been subjected 
to and that have been ignored or covered up by officials for decades.  This is based on bipartisan 
legislation introduced by Mr. Poe that I was proud to co-sponsor and work on with him. 
 
There are many other reforms and provisions aimed at improving our foreign relations agencies and 
programs, but I do not have time to go into them here. 
 
From the first, my goal has been to have a foreign relations authorization bill enacted into law after many 
years of failed attempts or simply not trying at all.  To ensure that we do not relapse, the authorization in 
this bill is limited to one year, which will necessitate our addressing it again in order to ensure that we 
thoroughly review how State has implemented the policies and reforms. 
 
It is my hope that the bill will emerge from the Committee with the support of a large majority and then 
quickly go to the floor.  Hope springs eternal.   
 
With that, let’s get to work. 
 
I now turn to the Ranking Member, Mr. Berman, for any remarks he might care to make. 
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